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				T he Imperial troops for years had been rounding up rebels from their hideouts in worlds scattered throughout the galac-tic system. But in recent times there was renewed fervor among the religious Alliance to see the Republic restored to its former greatness. Grand Moff Tarkin, driven by his insatiable political ambitions to become emperor, was ruthless in his methods to quell the rapidly growing rebellion. And now, he was master-minding the final testing of the awesome and frightening planet destroyer, the Death Star. This insidious man-made planet was so large it could easily be mistaken from a distance as a small world.
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				Religious Fervor

				The Alliance was surprisingly stronger than Tarkin and Darth Vader had bargained for. The stepped-up persecution against these people, along with more frequent murders, by Imperial guards under Darth’s command had only served to bolster their greater reliance on the power of the Force.

				This increasing religious fervor was spreading throughout the galactic system. Former followers of the Force were renew-ing their dedication to the ways of the Force. And there were many new converts, including Luke Skywalker and Han Solo.

				Luke’s father, a Jedi Knight, had been a staunch believer in the Force. But Luke was too young at the time to learn the ways of the Force from his father. But now, thanks to Obi-wan Keno-bi, Luke was one of many who were joining the Alliance and committing themselves to following the ways of the Force.

				There were other new converts, like Han Solo, a Corellian, who had o religious background whatsoever. A skeptic at first, Solo finally was convinced to follow the ways of the Force-as evidenced when he said to Luke before the climactic battle of Yavin, “May the Force be with you!”

				The Two Witnesses

				Luke and Solo represented two distinct groups of believers: Luke, with his religious heritage, and Solo, who was from a to-tally nonreligious background.

				The book of Revelation contains a prophecy of two similar groups of believers in the True Force. In the story of the two wit-nesses in the eleventh chapter we read that these two witnesses are also two olive trees and two lamp stands. This, of course, is figurative language. The answer to this riddle is found in other sections of the Bible.

				In the first chapter of Revelation we learn that lamp stands are symbolic of Christ’s universal Church. These two witnesses then are representatives of the true Church; yet, since they have different religious roots they are symbolized by two lamp stands and not just one.

				Furthermore, the eleventh chapter of the book of Romans 
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				gives the apostle Paul’s analogy of two olive trees. He writes that a cultivated olive tree is symbolic of “completed” Jews—that is, Jews, who because of their belief in Jesus Christ, are Christians. Paul then states that the wild olive tree stands for Gentile (non-Jewish) people who believe in Christ. Yet, both groups are Christians and belong to Christ’s Church.

				In Luke and Solo, then, we see allegory for both Hebrew Christians and Gentile Christians. Just as these characters from Star Wars were oppressed by the Imperial forces of the Emperor, so will Hebrew Christians and Gentile Christians be persecuted by Satan’s ambassador to planet earth, the Antichrist.

				War Against Christians 

				The galactic war had seen many believers in the Force slain at the treacherous hands of Darth Vader and the Imperial stormtroop-ers. The deceived Jedi Knights were all but obliterated. And now the shrewd and wicked mind of Governor Tarkin was planning to use the Death Star to completely wipe out the Force’s people, by destroying their rebel stronghold on the fourth satellite of the planet Yavin.

				This is an interesting parallel with Bible prophecy of the fu-ture. The Antichrist will attempt to do away with all believers in Christ as well as Messianic Jews in the region of Palestine, since this part of the world is said to be the religious center at that future time.

				The two groups of witnesses in Revelation 11, we learn, are permitted to finish their 1,260-day campaign of aggressive evangelism in Palestine before the Antichrist begins to wage “war against them” and overcomes them and kills many of them, according to the King James Version of the bible.

				This means that during the first half of Daniel’s Seventieth Week (which is three and a half years or 1,260 days) Christians will actively spread the good news about Christ around the world, without severe anti-christian interference. But once the nations of the world have heard the gospel, then God will permit the Antichrist to set up his throne in the rebuilt Jewish Temple in Jerusalem and from there deal out his murderous vengeance 
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				upon all Christians for the remaining half of the “Tribulation” period (which is 42 months or 1,260 days long). (See Matthew 24:14-22; 2 Thessalonians 2:4; Revelation 13:5-10; 2 Thessalo-nians 2:6-8.)

				Many Christians will be killed by the Antichrist in the last three and a half years of Daniel’s Seventieth Week. Their bodies will not receive the dignity of burial, and those who follow the Antichrist will “gloat over them and will celebrate by sending each other gifts,” because these witnesses had tormented them with their talk of Jesus Christ and the impending judgment. (Revelation 11:7-10. Note: The Greek term for “days” in vers-es 9 and 11 should properly be translated “years,” as in Luke 1:7,18.)

				The Last Battle 

				But all will not be going smoothly for the Antichrist and his wicked government. Other nations of the world, fearful of his ambition to become world dictator, begin to take action. The eleventh chapter of the book of Daniel prophesies how what is now Russia and her satellite countries (led by the “King of the North”) will attack the Antichrist in his Middle East encamp-ment. Surprisingly, the stronger forces of the Russians will be pushed back in a humiliating defeat. (See also Ezekiel 38:14-17 and Joel 2:1-10, 20.)

				Next, the Antichrist will begin to hear rumors that an Orien-tal army of two hundred million troops is beginning to mobilize for an attack against him. By then, Russia will have prepared for another, stronger invasion of the Middle East. Even the con-federated Arab states will prepare to battle the Antichrist. Thus, the stage will be set for the final battle of history-the battle of Armageddon! (See Revelation 9:13-16.)

				The word Armageddon is derived from the valley of “Megid-do,” where many of history’s bloodiest battles have been fierce-ly fought. Located about ten miles south of Nazareth and fifteen miles inland from the Mediterranean, this was where Gideon and his 300 mighty men won their victory over the Midianites (Judges 7). It is where Saul and his sons battled against the Phi-
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				listines and died (1 Samuel 31). And it is where King Josiah was killed by Egyptian invaders (2 Kings 23. See also the victory of Deborah and Barak over the Canaanites in Judges 4; 5 and the death of Ahaziah by Jehu in 2 Kings 9:27.)

				Even after biblical times, many famous battles were fought at Megiddo. The Crusaders fought on this plain during the Mid-dle Ages, followed by Napoleon and his army. And, as recently as 1918, the English general Edmund H. Allenby defeated the Turkish army there, thus beginning a chain of events which led to the reestablishment of the nation of Israel in 1948. But all of these historic battles are but foreshaddows the intensity and im-portance of the final battle of the ages that is to receive its name from this historic battlefield: the battle of Armageddon.

				The battle of Armageddon is also called the battle of God Almighty (Revelation 16:14). This is because, while the armies of the Soviet bloc, the Orient and the Arab confederacy intend to attack the Antichrist, their objective suddenly changes complete-ly. Instead, they are actually lured into attack position by Satan and the Antichrist and the False Prophet in an attempt to ward off a fantastic invasion from outer space, led by Jesus Christ.

				The War Today

				Though many Christians now alive may never face some of the things we have seen in the future, nonetheless, a spiritual battle continues to rage on and on, affecting virtually every person on the face of the earth.

				The Bible gives a vivid description of Satan at war: “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, be-cause you know that your brothers throughout the world are un-dergoing the same kind of sufferings” (1 Peter 5:8).

				In Star Wars we saw a great deal of body armor which was used as protection during physical combat. Well, the Bible pre-scribes a coat of armor for the Christian as protection against spiritual attack by Satan and his demons:

				“Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our strug-
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				gle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rul-ers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the gospel of peace as a firm footing. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can ex-tinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occa-sions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:10-18).

				 Remember, though, that Christ has already defeated Sa-tan, sin and death. Christians, too, have defeated these enemies, through Christ and through the witness of their life-changing, personal relationship with Him (Revelation 12:11).

				 * * * * *
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